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"PANA' COMMITTEE AT DAKAR--Dakar 28 November (PANA)--The technical committee, 
meeting from November 17 to 26 last at PANA headquarters in Dakar, concluded 
proceedings by elaborating a nomenclature of African press agencies. This 
paper defined, at each member country level, the existing transmission means 
for broadcasting and receiving agency news, as well as the means needed by 
each country to enable it to participate in PANA activities. The committee 
also formulated a draft project for a PANA telecommunications network, the 
detailed plan for which will be realized in cooperation with the ITU and the 
PATU (Pan-African Telecommunications Union), to ensure the necessary condi- 
tions regarding efficiency, reliability and profitability. PANA will also 
approach the African telecommunication administrations to secure preferential 
press tariffs. It should be noted that, in addition to the committee member 
countries, the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) also took an 
active part in the committee proceedings which were chaired by Mr Sheikd 


Usmane Diallo, PANA director. [Text] [LDO11342 Belgrade TANJUG in English 
1632 GT 20 Nov 80) 





BULGARIAN~SYRIAN RADIO COOPERATION--On 27 November Boyan Traykov, Bulgarian 
Radio director general, and (Fuad Balat), director-general of Syrian Radio and 
Television, signed a protocol on cooperation for 1981-1982. The protocol en- 
visages the exchange of progrms, information and personnel. [AU050934 Sofia 
RABOTNICHESKO DELO in Bulgarian 28 Nov 80 p 2 AU) 
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INTER~ASIAN AFFAIRS 


JAPAN-CHINA UNDERSEA CABLE DISCONNECTED--Tokyo Dec 8 KYODO--The Japan-China 
undersea cable was disconnected Monday due to a suspected break in the wire 

for the seventh time this year, its Japanese operator Kokusai Denshin Denwa (KDD) 
said. KDD said the break is believed to have occurred about 540 kilometers off 
Kumamoto Prefecture, where the communications cable originates irom Japan. 
Similar trouble occurred only about 60 kilometers from the area on November 26. 
KDD is investigating the causes of the disconnections jointly with China. Com- 
munications between Japan and China were switched to a satellite system after 
the trouble occurred on the undersea cable. [Text] [0W081339 Tokyo KYODO in 
English 1221 GMT 8 Dec 80) 
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AUSTRALIA 


BIDS OPENED FOR DOMESTIC SATELLITE TO COMMUNICATIONS LINK 
Ownership Debate 
Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 22 Oct 80 p 15 


[Text] Canberra--Tenders for Australia's domestic satellite 
communications system will be advertised today. 


The government said yesterday that notices calling for tenders would be published 
in newspapers throughout Australia and in overseas publications. 


The acting Post and Telecommunications Minister, Mr Fife, said tender documents 
would be released on October 30 and tenders would close on March 2, 1981. 


Mr Fife said the tenders were for the supply and delivery of the $256 million 
satellite, earth control and communication stations. 


Meanwhile debate continued on the system's ownership fol)owing the statement by 
the Prime Minister, Mr Fraser, last week that it would be 49 percent owned by 
private enterprise. 


Strong cabinet and backbench pressure is tipped favoring majority control by 
private enterprise. 


The initial decision, announced on September 18, to allow 100 percent ownership 
by the Overseas Telecommunications Commission is considered a temporary measure. 


The outgoing Post and Telecommunications Minister, Mr Staley, said then that che 
government “had not ruled out" private enterprise involvement in the system. 


However, he stressed that the government would retain the majority interest in 
any public-private ownership mix. 


The Prime Minister's statement has pre-empted an interdepartmental inquiry which 
was to decide the basis on which private enterprise would buy into the satellite. 


On top of this, there is a feeling in the government ranks that the decision to 
allow OTC to run the system is not irreversible. 


The Opposition has accused the government of bowing to intensive corporate 
lobbying and making behind the scenes deals. 














Boost for Phone Network 
Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 23 Oct 80 p 4 


[Text] The proposed launching of Australia's domestic satellite in 1985 would 
greatly assist the three per cent of Australia's population who have little hope 
of joining the telephone network, according to Mr Alan Guster, of the Satellite 
Project Office in Canberra. 


Mr Guster, first assis-Satellite Police and Coordination division, was addressing 
the Broome meeting, attended by many people living on stations in WA who were 
among the 40,000 people not included in Telecom's next phase of terrestrial 
development. [as published] 


He said that Telecom would have facilities on the satellite, which is due for 
initial tender on October 30. 


Sited 35,000 kilometres above the New Caledonia area, the satellite would be 
able to beam signals to cishes about two metres across in Australia's remote 
areas, he said. 


Initial pians were for a system called HACRSS Homestead and Community Broadcast- 
ing Service) with the aim of sending one ABC television signal and three radio 
programmes. 


They would be beamed across the whole of WA. 


A small $1000 dish purchased, or leased, by consumers would be able to receive 
the signals. 


A telephone service available from dishes installed by Telecom would be avail- 
able at charges similar to terrestrial telephone services. 


They would go a long way to overcoming the present communication difficulties 
experienced by people using the high frequency Royal Flying Doctor Service 
network. 





A system in which © homestead could switch off the telephone in order to receive 
“school of the air" broadcasts was much cheaper than having a dual system in 
which the telephone links were left open while the school of the aii was on, he 
said. 


Emergency calls could still be made, he said. 














Request for Tender Document 
Canberra THE FINANCIAL AUSTRALIAN in English 30 Oct 80 p 1 


[Excerpts] The Federal Government has called tenders for probably the most 


expensive communications equipment ever sought in Australia--the National Com- 
munications Satellite System. 


The “request for tender" document covering the space and ground segments of 
the national communications satellite system was released in Sydney today. 


Tenders for the equipment close on March 2 next year and it is expected that a 


contract will be placed for the space segment of the earth stations towards the 
end of 1981. 


Tenders are being called for the sate)lites and the associated ground control 
equipment which will be purchased by OTC, and six different classes of communi- 
cations earth stations. 
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AUSTRALIA 


NEW ‘ETHNIC’ TV CHANNEL TO COMMENCE OPERATION 
Interference With Radio 
Melbourne THE AGE GREEN GUIDE in English 23 Oct 80 p 2 


[Text] The arrival of multicultural television is going to cause »roblems for 
thousands of amateur radio operators in Australia. 


Many around Sydney and Melbourne will have to curtail their operations because of 
potential interference with Channel 0. 


The problem, which has been a long-running dispute between the amateur operators 
and the Federal Post and Telecommunications Department, is that the Channel 0 
frequency is close to the frequencies used by the operators in the six-metre 
band. 





Channel 0, which uses the same frequency as the old Channel 0, broadcasts on a 
frequency of 45 mHz to 52 mHz while Australian amateur radio operators are re- 
stricted to 52 mHz to 54mHz. 


The Federal president of the Wireless Institute of Australia, Mr Peter Wolfenden, 
says the frequencies are toc close. He compares it with a bicycle path and a 
footpath side-by-side and says there is bound to be some interference between 
pedestrians and cyclists. 


There are other factors which complicate the problem. Amateur radio operators 

in the United States and other countries operate at a frequency of between 50 mHz 
and 54 mHz. The Australian regulations mean that the Australian radio buffs 

are cut off from their overseas colleagues on a substantial slice of those 
frequencies. 


To help get around this problem, the Australian operators have been trying for 
two years to get permission to usea frequency of 50 mlz to 50.15 mz in areas 
not covered by the Channel 0 broadcasts or at times when Channel 0 is not brond- 
casting. 


Mr Wolfenden says the P and T department has not given an official response to 
the appeal but says it is still considering the problem. 


He says the amateurs will have to severely curtail their operations or stop 
using the six-metre band (52 mHz to 54 mHz) completely during Channel O trans- 
mis: Lons. 








This will be easier in Melbourne where radio operators are used to having a Chan- 


nel O. In Sydney houses where there has never been Channel 0, amateurs may be more 
reluctant to impos the voluntary restriction. 


Reply to Criticism 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 24 Oct 80 p 3 


[Article by Errol Simper: "Ethnic TV Goes to Air Tonight") 





[Text ] 
AUSTRALIA's controversial new Australia, made by former ABC 
, Peter Luck. 
Mr li said he couldn't 
with who said the $23 
Commonwealth-financed service 
would be racially or socially divisive. 
— opportuahy to see sther programs 
y to see other programs 
14 en Channel 0 in ’ and other cultures. 
Se — (Channel on “Through seeing will come under- 
ultra-high frequency sets) to say: hl lM 
“Ladies and gentlemen, good . ris usually af 
and welcome to multi- Xenophobic fear is a fear 
Saleen... yak, 4—— could 
9 . 7 
— —* “Mtr Grngel said he hoped the »ew 
formerly chairman of the Broad- service, which wiil broadcast in 
Tribunal, said in fydney prime-time seven days a week. will 
the new service was ‘he have an audience of at leas: 50 per 
—— J. — “Ressarth over two years hes 
“I believe —— the view- shown that about a quarter of Syd- 
habits of the nation,” he said. ney and Melbourne residents with 
ig Swill open a new cultural experi- television sets were born 
ence to a whole range of people. non- speaking countries. 
“We have to recognise what many X —5 ———0— 
li in Australia . SBS programs 
Tien - old and traditional, ee a tun aaune of ae. 
and the new.” guage o coun origin, 
A preview of SBS programs will with English subtitles. 
follow Mr Gyngell's formal intro-. The service will transmit through 
duction. The first program will be ABC towers in Sydney and Mel- 
Who Are We?, a documentary on bourne. 
the history of migration 
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NO BACK-UP MICROWAVE LINK NOW PLANNED FOR WEST 
Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 23 Oct 80 p 14 


[Text] A senior Telecom official in Perth yesterday defended the cost of tele- 
phone services against allegations of excessive profite and inefficient service. 


Telecom's chief operations manager in WA, Mr John Magee, said that the average 
cost of installing a new about $3000, taking into account Telecom's investment 
in the equipment necessary to prove the service. [as published) 


But the installation fee for a new telephone service was only $120, with an annual 
rent of only $85, payable quarterly. 


Mr Magee said that Telecom's annual profit--$190 million last year--represented 
4 return of only about three per cent on assets. 


"We are the biggest corporation in Australia, but we are a poor performer in 
profit terms compared with private enterprise," he said. 


"We are disturbed at criticism of our public image, but people forget that w. 
are required by law to fund our own operations. 


"We cannot rely on funds from general revenue and we need to generate at least 
50 per cent of the money required for our capital needs.” 


Mr agee said that Telecom was currently spending about $1700 million a year to 
operate and maintain Australia's communications system and to repay previous 
borrowings. 


A further $1000 million was being spent on Telecom's capital-works programme. 


WA accounted last year for about $195 million of telecom's income, representing 
about 10 per cent of the total. 


Spending in WA last year totalled $180 million. 
Mr Magee said that from Telecom's million telephone accounts in WA last year there 


were 6400 customers’ queries out of which 138 funds were paid out for overcharged 
accounts. 


CSO: 5500 














AUSTRALIA 


EDITORIAL RAPS PLANNED MICROWAVE LINK TO EAST 
Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 25 Oct 80 p 6 
{Editorial: “A Poor Line") 


[Text] The need for a back-up communications system to boleter WA's single micro- 
wave link to the Eastern States should have become obvious after equipment failure 
at Kalgoorlie during an industrial dispute last year went within 10 minutes of 
blacking out WA's major communications with the rest of the world. 


It is hard then to understand why, 15 months later, Telecom Australia has yet to 
give priority to completing a second microwave circuit across the top of Australia. 
Instead, a new $16 million link through the Kimberleys will stop at Kununurra in 
July 1983--only 400 km and $5 million short of a complete east-west loop through 
Katherine, in the Northern Territory. 


The new Kimberley microwave system is good news for residents and businesses 
north of Port Hedland who have long suffered the frustration of an obsolete open- 
wire circuit to Wyndham susceptible to traffic accidents, the weather and even 
birds sitting on the overhead strands. 


But Telecom's announcement to upgrade WA's existing Eastern States link--using the 
same towers and power supply across the Nullarbor to double its microwave 
capacity--puts all the eggs in one basket. It comes as cold comfort from an 
organisation that made a profit of $15 million from WA subscribers last year. 
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TV FOR EAST KIMBERLEY~-Television will shortly be a reality in the remote East 
Kimberley area. Another fortnight should see television being transmitted into 
homes in the Hall's Creek, Wydham and Kununurra districts. The programme to be 
received is the ABC. Its source is the National ABC, coming from the studios of 
Channel 2 in Perth. It will travel to Carnarvon via a coaxial cable and on to the 
uplink to the satellite. Within the satellite, the signals are converted, ampli- 
fied and returned to earth on the down-link. This down-link has a very wide dis- 
persion and the signal is able to be received in most parte of Australia. At se- 
lected locations, very large antenna (or “dish") are placed to recover and collect 
thie tiny satellite signal. After recovery by the antenna, the signal is trane- 
formed and transmitted over our local areas on normal television channels. The 
channels involved for the East Kimberley region are--Kununurra, channel 9, Halls 
Creek, channel 8 and Wydham, channel 10. Telecom Australia is installing this 
service for, and on behalf of, the Department of Poste and Telegraphs. [Excerpt] 
[Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 30 Oct 80 p 15) 
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DACCA RADIO TO EXTEND BROADCAST TIME 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 1 Nov 80 pp 1, 12 


{Text} The Dacca station of Radio Bangladesh (National Broadcasting Station) will 
start non-stop transmission from 6-30 in the morning till 1 a.m. midnight from 
November 16. This brings the transmission to a total of 20 hours in every 24 hours 
of the day. A number of tranemitters will be used simultaneously saye a Press 
release. 


The extension of transmission hours has been necessitated to accommodate some de- 
velopment oriented programmes of national importance and to enlarge the present 
space for more programmes of educative and entertainment value. Some of new pro- 
grammes include, “Niz Gune Khoma Korben"--a documented reportage on social evils, 
Abhijan a children's programme focusing on juvenile talents and “Literaria” an 
English magazine programe projecting national activities in the literary and cul- 
tural arena of the count:y for English listeners in and outside the country. 


Besides newsreel programmes will be broadcast in morning as well. The artistes of 
regional stations will now be projected in a special music chunk every week so as 
to bring them in the mainstream of national forum. More programmes for rural listen- 
ers will be broadcast daily besides the existing ones. 

It may be recalled that Dacca station started ite first broadcast in 1939 with a 
transmission time of 5 hours 30 minutes. During 1942-45 it was raised to 8 hours 
30 minutes. During 1945 to 55 transmission time was enhanced to 10 hours 30 minutes 
which was again raised to '4 hours in 1965. From 1965 to 1971 Dacca station used 
to broadcast 15 hours programme divided into three transmissions. From 1972 to 
1978 the total transmission time was 16 hours which was increased by 30 minutes in 
1979. From November 16, 1980 the total non-stop transmission hours will be 20 hours 
in one single transmission beginning from 6-30 in the morning till 1 a.m. midnight. 
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INDIA 


TELECOM AID TO SOUTHEAST ASIA, LATIN AMERICA PLANNED 
Madras THE HINDU in English 12 Nov 80 p 6 
{Text} Wew Delhi, Nov. ll. 


Indian expertise in the field of telecommumications has made inroads into West 
Asia and Africa and is poised for entering into South-East Asia and Latin America. 


This has been made possible by the two-year-old Telecommunication Consultants 
India Limited (TCIL)--one of the youngest public sector undertakings under the 
Communications Ministry--which has bagged so far Rs. 21 crores worth of orders 
for consultancy services, and training of technicians besides installation and 
maintenance of telecom network. 


The Chairman and Managing Director of TCIL, Mr. M. P. Shukla, told presemen here 
today that by the end of the current year the total orders booked would be around 
Re. 25 crores. 


Mr. Shukla said that one of the reasons for the success of TCIL was that Indian 
expertise was at par with that of other well-established firms abroad. At the 
same time its operating cost was lower. 


TCIL was now endeavouring to expand its business in West Asia and Africa and also 
get a foothold in South-East Asia, where Japanese firms were well entrenched. In 
this area, TCIL was trying to join some of the big international groups like 
Western Electric, ITI, Slemens, Bell Canada International, etc., who had been 
operating in this area for a number of years. Discussions had Seen held with 
these firms and he hoped that the outcome would be encouraging. 
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INDIA 


SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS POSSIBILITIES TOLD 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 9 Nov 80 p 5 











[Text ] 
an educational trust he He sald that much hed 
said the Indian National ie" dalton “ans . 
Satellite (INSAT-I) would the country since 


i 
i 


be in orbit by February 
1982 to provide services 
in the fields of televi- 


sion, communication and 
meteorology. it would hive three 


Prot Tio sald te remow ven 
ready by 










i 





i 








i 
1" 
5 


= 4 
t x] 

Delivering a lecture 

on “space”, organised by 


i 





cso: 5500 





13 








FURTHER AUTOMATION, EXPANSION PLANNED FOR TELEPHONE NETWORK 


Bangkok DAO SIAM in Thai 21 Oct 80 pp 3, 10 


(Article: "There Will Be 1 Million Telephones In Use Throughout the 
Country In 3 Years. More Than 1 Billion Baht Will Be Used") 


(Text ] Mr Chalo Manirin, the head of the Planning and Projects 
Office of the Telephone Organization of Thailand, has stated that 
the cabinet has passed a resolution expressing approval of the 
Telephone Organization's 1977-1984 economic development projects. 
The number of telephones will be increased from the existing 

400,000 to 740,000. Also, public long-distance telephone service will 
be expanded to 422 rural communities. The money budgeted totals 

10.8 billion baht. At present, the Telephone Organization is stepping 
up the rate of the work so that the development of telephone service 
is carried on rapidly and so that service is adequate for the needs 
of the people. The Telepiione Organization has made plans for the 
expansion. It has received a loan for this from the World Bank, 
which has allowed it to borrow additional monies. Because of this, 
before 1984, people throughout the country, both in the cities and 
rural areas, will have approximately 1 million telephones for use. 
This is an increase of more than 500,000 telephones over the 

present number of telephones. 


When asked about the service for telephone users in fiscal year 1981, 
the head of the Planning and Projects Office responded by saying 
that, besides installing an additional 54,000 telerhones, ipment 
“or checking telephones will also be installed so. that repairmen can 
ve sent to repair the telephones quickly withdut having to wait for 
the telephone users to report the breakdown. Also, an attempt will 
be made to reduce the number of complaints about telephone service 
and keep them within the stipulated number. In addition, more 
public telephones that can be used 24 hours a day will be 

installed in the communities in order to make things more convenient 
for telephone users. 


11943 
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THAILAND 


BRIEFS 


TELEPHONE SERVICE IN NORTH--Chiang Mai: Mr Sophon Khongcharoen, the 
acting head of the Northern Telephone Exchange, has disclosed that 
the number of telephones will be increased in the city. The existing 
3,000 telephones will be supplemented by another 2,000 telephones. 
These will be added in Mae Ping. In Chetyot, the existing 1,000 
telephones will be supplemented with another 1,000 telephones. This 
is expected to be completed in 1981. The major exchange that is 
presently under construction on Thung Hotel Street will handie 5,000 
telephones. Besides this, things are being expanded to Mae Ay, 

Am Koi, Fang, Chiang Dao and Mae Chaem districts. These will be 
completed in 1983. The projects in Doi Tao, Sansai, Doi Saket, 
Phrao, Mae Taeng, Sa Moeng, Mae Rim, Hot and Hang Dong districts will 
be completed in 1984. The telephones installed in these outer 
districts can dial directly; they do not have to use the exchange 
operator. In January, direct, long-distance telephone service in the 
north will be implemented. It will not be necessary touse the 
operator. [Text] [Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 4 Nov 80 p 6] 11943 


AUTOMATIC DIAL IN RATBURI DISTRICT--Damnoen Saduak: On 17 October, 
the Telephone Organization of Thailand will open automatic long- 
distance telephone service from the Damnoen Saduak telephone 
exchange in Ratburi Province. Callers can dial direct inside the 

032 area code area, which includes the Ratburi, Phetchaburi, Ban 
Pong, Photharam, Hua Hin, Prachuap Khiri Khan, Pranburi, Thap Sakae 
and Cha Am telephone exchanges. All 10 [sic] telephone exchanges can 
dial each other directly and do not to use an operator. For 
those who use automatic, direct long-distance dialing, the automatic 
long-distance calls made will not be listed separately from the 
local calls made. This is because the number of calls will be 
recorded on a meter. The person withthis telephone number will be 
responsible for the charges. When a person calls long-distance within 
the 032 area code area, the calls can be assisted by the operator as 
before if desired but there will be an additional service charge. 
The service charge is 10 baht per call during the day and 20 baht 
per call during the night. If there are any questions, the Damnoen 
Saduek telephone exchange can be contacted beginning now. [Text ] 
[Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 14 Oct 80 p 6] 11943 
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ARGENTINA 


JAPANESE INSTALL NEW TELEPHONE EXCHANGE EQUIPMENT 
Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 26 Sep 80 p 16 


[Text] The National Telecommunications Company will inaugurate next Monday at 
1130 hours the new equipment of the Avenida station, exchange 33, instailed on 
the third floor of the building located at Calle Defensa 143, Buenos Aires. 


It has been pointed out that this is the first local exchange using Japanese 
semielectronic technology for stored program control that has gone into opera- 
tion in this country, and that the system, known as “Fletex-100L," was installed 
and put into working condition by the Fujitsu Company Ltd. 


Services rendered by this station were not affected during the installation of 
the new equipment which will start operating at midnight. 


It should be underlined--the official press release states--that the change in 
technology will be totally effected in one single operation, that is, the 10,000 
lines that this station has will work in the new system simultaneously. 


Characteristics of the New Equipment 


All subscribers of the station must bear in mind when making a call that if 
there is no answer after 60 or 70 seconds of having initiated the call, the cus- 
tomer will be automatically cut off to free the communication lines and he will 
get a busy signal. If, when making a call, he does not dial the next digit 
within 9 or 10 seconds he will also get a busy signal. At this point the cus- 
tomer must hang up and start the procedure over again. 


Good Things About the System 


The new equipment has a recorded announcement that tells the user about a change 
in number or if a number requested in the 33 exchange has been disconnected. 


If the subscriber leaves the phone off the hook he will get a high pitch signal 
after 70 seconds that can be heard at about 4 meters to indicate the situation. 


This new telephone infrastructure--it was further stated--has been established 
to render a series of special services that will be offered in the future to 
subscribers. The actual space taken by the new equipment is about 80 percent 
less than what it used to take at the old station. 
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Two views of the new installations 


and equipment. 
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The reliability of the new equipment, which is controlled by an electronic com- 
puter, will considerably reduce the inconveniences caused by present switching 
equipment. 


The present Avenida station has been in operation since 1923. 
What the Japanese Company Says 


Fujitsu Argentina, in turn, added the following details to the previous press 
release: 


The Avenida telephone station, located at Calle Defensa 143, was servicing 
approximately 9,000 subscribers but, having been built about 50 years ago, its 
equipment was obsolete and incapable of offering good service. 


For that reason and in conformity with its plan of action, the National Tele- 
communications Company entrusted Fujitsu Company Ltd. with the installation and 
testing of replacement equipment for the Avenida station, placed there on loan 

as part of the demonstration of quality and reliability of the equipment included 
in International Public Bid No 130P/79 for the manufacture and supply of electron- 
ic stations in the next few years. 


The implementation of this new technique entrusted to Fujitsu Ltd. for a stored 
program electronic switching system places National Telecommunications Company 
on an international level in the area of local communications. 


This switching equipment, known as Fetex 100, has a stored program control sys- 
tem into which the most advanced technology has been incorporated, including a 
stored program computer. The various control parts of the switching equipment 
are totally made up of electronic components, with communication control being 
carried out by the program stored in the computer memory. Therefore, besides 
making it possible to perform communications switching rapidly and safely, vari- 
ous types of new services can be offered. 


For instance, this station will soon possess international direct dialing which 
will be offered to all subscribers as a regular service. In addition, by ope- 
rating in conjunction with push-button telephones, new services are possible, 
such as abbreviated dialing, holding of calls, etc, which would greatly improve 
communications services. 


9674 
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ALGERIA 


INSTALL/TION OF 300,000 LINE TELEPHONE EXCHANGE 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 4 Nov 80 p 3 


[Text] The installation in Constantine of a new 30,000 line telephone exchange 
of which 10,000 lines are in operation will not only decongest current tele- 
communications traffic but will also satisfy thousands of requests for telephone 
service. 


This new exchange, situated at the border of Daksi city, was inaugurated last 
Monday morning by Chaabane Ait Abderrahim, governor, accompanied by Abdelkrim 
Abada, member of the Central Committee, national commissar of the Party, the 
chief of the military sector, the presidents of the APW [Governorate Popular 
Assembly] and APC Assembly, the delegate of the daira and the mouhafadha, the 
deputy director of Post and Telecommunications, leaders of the governorate 
Security Organization and of Darak A] Watani, etc. 


This exchange serves to complete a rather dense network of communications provided 
by the exchanges of Coudiat and Martyrs whose potential capacity is as much as 
20,000 lines. 


For the moment there is only the first section of this exchange; the second is now 
under construction and is to have 8,000 new lines. 


With the construction of a fourth telephone exchange at Bellevue with a 30,000 
line capacity and another for the same strength included in the 5-year plan, 
Constantine will have at the end of this decade around 110,000 lines, compared 
to scarcely 4,000 in 1962. 


Built by the DNC [expansion unknown] and outfitted according to the latest tech- 
niques the Daksi exchange also has a computer center which has already begun to 
function with a data reception center pending the putting into operation of a 
data processing center, all this within the framework of a national information 
network. Entry into service of this exchange, whose prefix is 68, the 2 others 
indicating Constantine being 93 and 94, has already permitted the entering of 
1,700 subscribers on 94 and 850 on 93. 


Moreover 60 new subscribers from the areas surrounding Daksi have already been 
connected and it is even planned to add the subscribers from Al-Khroub. 


9772 
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BRIEFS 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS STATION PROPOSAL--lLuanda, 26 November (AFP)--The official 
Angolan Press Agency, ANGOP, announced in Luanda on Wednesday that Angole will 
propose the creation of a telecommunications station to be linked with the Indian 
Ocean satellite during the forthcoming Coordination Conference for the Development 
of Southern Africa (CCDAA). The agency points out that currently in order to call 
Salisbury from Luanda it is necessary to pass through Europe. The Angolan tele- 
communications earth station which provides international communications by satel- 
lite is in fact linked to the Atlantic satellite, whereas the majority of southern 
African countries are linked to the Indian Ocean satellite. Angola, Mozambique, 
Botswana, Tanzania and Zambia will participate in the second CCDAA, which opens 
in Maputo on Thursday. [Text] [AB022024 Paris AFP in French 1140 GMT 26 Nov 80 
AB] 
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BENIN 


URTNA TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETS IN COTONOU 
Cotonou EHUZU in French 14 Oct 80 pp 1, 6 


[Text] Our country, tiie People's Republic of Benin, is serving as host in Benin 
since yesterday to the meeting of URTNA's (African National Radio Television 
Broadcast Union) Technical Commission. The commission's principal task is to 
outline the main topics to be followed by the member states in regard to communi- 
cation and information. During the course of 3 days it will seek to find ways and 
means which will help in elaborating a technical plan of exchange between the 
African countries. The above commission groups together seven countries, includ- 
ing Benin, who will assume its presidency, Nigeria the vice presidency, Ghana, 
Mali, Algeria, Tanzania and Malawi. The opening ceremony which took place in 

the Dome of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, was presided over 

by Comrade Martin Dohon Azonhiho, minister of information and propaganda in the 
presence of the officials of his ministry. 


In his address the minister stressed the importance which the present meeting 
assumes. Thus he spec!fied that URTNA's Technical Commission is meeting at a 
time when all over tle world an awakening exists due to the Third World's effec- 
tive action on the need of a remodeling, on international lines, not only in the 
economic field, but also in the field of communication and information. In addi- 
tion, Comrade Azonhiho also stated that information must not only serve as a 
basis for economic and social development, but also for the rapprochement of 
peoples for the purpose of universal peace. "Thanks to telecommunications, 
humanity is on the verge of a new phase in its existence, increasingly dominated 
by its wish for better living, liberty, progress, accord and peace," he added. 


Referring to the serious imbalance affecting information circuits, Azonhiho 
observed that the situation would worsen with the appearance of satellites, if 
strict and concerted action were not taken on an international level. 


The minister then invited all the URTNA member states to close ranks and to work 
together in order to coordinate their efforts towards the development of the 
appropriate systems for our continent. "The questions facing us are fundamental ," 
Azonhiho continued, “they are not easy to solve, and we cannot hope to find 
instant, complete, and definite answers to each one of them at the present 
meeting.” 











The minister of information and propaganda then urged the members of the 
commission to point ovt the right direction and to give an impetus to URTNA's 
efforts, for the purpose of: 


-=the promotion, maintenance and development of the cooperation between the 
membe re ; 

-«the support in all the fields of the interest of management of broadcasting 
and television organization, and for the establishment of relations with 
other managements and their group; 

-=the coordinated analysis of al! issues involving radio and TV broadcasting; 
--and finally for effective exchange of information on all matters of general 
interest. 


In addition, it should be noted that all the participants listened to a message 
by the UPAT (Panafrican Telecommunications Union) representative, Brother 
Kamano, in which he insisted, among other things, on the importance of an 
autonomous telecommunications system by satellite for Africa, a system which 
would favor and develop an exchange of programs for radio and TV broadcasting. 


cso: $500 
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KOUNTCHE VISITS SATELLITE EARTH STATION 


Niamey LE SAHEL in French 3 Nov 80 p 3 





[Article by Kailou] 


[Text) Yesterday morning, the chief of state, Col Seyni Kountche, visited the Goudel 
earth station and the construction site of the future earth station located 30 ke 
from Niamey on the Tillabery Road. 


On this construction site the chief of state was able to gauge the status of the 
project. Construction work is progressing satisfactorily and will be completed near 
the end of March 1981 as scheduled, despite a delay in the arrival of some materials. 
This delay was due to the break in the Pada-Niamey Road. 


The future earth station, the firet of ite kind in Africa, will have two parabolic 
antennas: one with a diameter of 11.8 meters for domestic use and the other with a 
diameter of 32.5 meters and a height of 42-43 meters for international use. The 
international antenna weighs 450 tons, not counting the weight of the mechanien, 
which is 140 tons. 


The purpose of this station is to perfect telecommunications in Niger, particularly 
telephone and television telecommunications. 


As early as the end of March, regions of Arlit and Diffa will be serviced by tele- 
communications. Therefore, Nigerois will be able to watch the Diffa Festival on 
the emall screen, which will experience unprecedented development precisely because 
of direct cetranemissions of all kinds of performances. 


However, there is more to it than that. Thanks to the two earth stations (Goudel 
and the new earth station), Nigerois will be able to telephone directly to London, 
Paris and Washington. That is a real accomplishment which will put an end to the 
telecommunication system now in operation. To telephone Lagos at present, it is 
necessary to be relayed through London. 


Thanks to the future earth station, Nigerois will be able to escape from this 
established order. They will even be able to benefit from it in their businesses. 
Will it not be possible to telephone to businessmen in Beijing in record time? 
Henceforth, the other African countries will come to us to telephone one another on 

the one hand and foreign countries on the other hand. Therefore, the new station 

will simuntaneously bring rapidity of communications, financial benefits, an attraction 
of clients and perfect reception of television tranemisgions. 
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The profitability of such a vast project is only possible with judicious exploitation 
and perfect maintenance, During hie vieit, the chief of state aleo brought these 
pointe to the attention of the Minister of Poste and Telecommunications. However, 

it is quite interesting to note that officiale of the OPT [Office of Poste and Tele- 
communications) did not wait for these remarks by the chief of estate to think about 


the proper management of this highly sophisticated equipment. 


A training program has already been implemented. It will involve refresher courses 
and the training of about 339 employees at all levels. 


In this connection, today is the beginning of a retraining phase for personnel of 
the hertzian network. On 1 December, another retraining phase for the communications 
center and urban network will start. The specialized training of personnel and the 
training of instructors will take place in France. 


However, you may ask this question: why is the construction site 30 km from Niamey? 


The choice of this site was dictated by a concern for security and profitability. 
Frequent industrial interference around Niamey will be avoided. 


The new earth station is the culmination of very commendable efforts which the state 
is exerting unceasingly in the telecommunications sector. The Nigerien state, aware 
of the decisive role of telecommunications in the development of a country, has not 
skimped on funds. Over 24 billion [monetary unit not given) have been allocated 
for this purpose. At present, construction worth 16 billion has already been conm- 
pleted. 
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NIGERIA 


PERMITS FOR STATE TV STATIONS NOT ISSUED YET 





Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 6 Nov 80 p 7 





[Article by Nkem Agetua] 





[Text } 
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SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE 


SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS STATION--A ground satellite station was commissioned 
yesterday in Sao Tome establishing a telecommunications-via-satellite link 
between the Democratic Republic of Sao Tome and Principe and the outside world. 
[Excerpt] [LD281005 Lisbon Domestic Service in Portuguese 0001 GMT 27 Nov 80) 


CSO: 5500 

















FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


RADLO-TELEVISION TREATY--Hanover, 3 Dec (DPA)--The Lower Saxony diet, the last 

of the three regional parliaments concerned, on 3 December unanimously approved 
the New State Treaty to run North German Radio and Television as a three-state 
network. This ends a 2-1/2 year dispute about the network. The treaty is to come 
into force on 1 January 1981. Its most important provisions are the abolition 
of the monopoly clause by 31 December 1982, the introduction of regional programs 
to be run by the broadcasting houses in Hamburg, Kiel and Hanover, and new 
arrangements for appointments with the aim of reducing the influence of political 
parties in the broadcasting council in favor of participation by socially rele- 
vant groups and organizations. [Excerpt] [LDO70322 Hamburg DPA in German 

1920 GMT 3 Dec 80 LD) 
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PTT'S 1981 MAIN BUDGET FEATURES ANALYZED 


Paris ELECTRONIQUE ACTUALITES in French 31 Oct 80 pp 1, 9 


[Article by D. Levy: "The 1981 PTT [Posts, Telephones and Telegraphs] Budget 
Calls For Increased Temporary Exchange Orders and More Work On New Technology" | 


[Text] The 1981 draft PTT budget, submitted by Mr Segard, secretary of state, 
in Paris, on 23 October, shows equipment credits totaling 26 billion francs for 
telecommunications and 1.85 billion francs for the postal service. In the area 
of telecommunications, an expansion of telephone facilities will take place in 
1981 totaling 17,550,000 lines (as compared with 15,800,000 this year), general- 
ized orders for electronic exchanges (100 percent of the ordered exchanges will 
comprise such equipment, and two-thirds of them will be provisional), the 
arrival on the market of the first long-range telecopier*s and T-83 sets and the 
beginning of the Videotex experiment in Velizy (midyear). Particular efforts 
will be made as well in the area of research and development of new technologies. 


Results of the Seventh Plan 


The results of the Seventh Plan, which comes to a close at the end of the year, 
enabled Segard to point out the substantial results of the implementation of the 
1975-1980 priority action program which was adopted by the government with a view 
to providing the country with a modern telecommunications network. "Whereas the 
Seventh Plan called for an investment of 104 billion (1975 francs), the appropria- 
tions, in fact, did not exceed 91 billion: Even though the investment figure was 
below the planned amount, French telecommunications will have outstripped most 

of the planned targets."' Segard noted the number of main trunk lines which were 
scheduled to total 15,500,000 at the end of the year but, in fact, will total 
15,800,000 (compared with 7,150,000 in 1975). 


"Such results were made possible in particular thanks to an energetic management 
effort and a policy toward suppliers largely based on competitiveness and, above 
all, the rapid conversion to electronic switching which led to substantial pro- 
ductivity improvements and better quality of services," Segard emphasized. 





New Motivations 


By the end of 1981 there will be a total of 17,550,000 trunk lines; an additional 
20,000 public telephones will be installed, raising the total to over 120,000. 
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Furthermore, the quality of telephone services will improve, exceecing the 90 
index (as against 85 currently and 57 five years ago). Furthermore, electronic 
switching will be developed (100 percent of the ordered exchanges will be elec- 
tronic); the share of temporal installations will exceed two-thirds of all 
orders, accounting for over 1.3 million sets (E-10, E-12, MT-20 and MT-25). 


However, in a way we have learned to accept as ordinary such quantitative and 
qualitative improvements in the telephone system. That is why projections re- 
lated to the growth of telephone lines (19.3 million in 1982 and 25-28 million 
in 1985) no longer amaze anyone. A new leaf has been turned. 


Motivations within the telecommunications system itself are changing. So far 
the incentive of telecommunications personnel was the ALP (increased number of 
trunk lines). Another motivation is already developing, known as new tec :nolo- 
gies. Considerable funds will be allocated for the development of such tech- 
nologies which constitute the future of French telecommunications. Appropria- 
tions for studies and developments granted by the DAII to industry (one billion 
francs in 1980) will seem minimal. The director general of telecommunications 
has already mentioned the figure of four billion francs to be invested in 1981 
in telematics. 


In this area, the Velizy experiment, which would be a test of all possible 
Videotex services, is scheduled to begin at the end of the first half of 1981. 
The PTT will equally participate in a double capacity in the experiment of making 
electronic payments with the help of the memory cards in Lyon: On the one hand, 
as suppliers of technological facilities by the DGT [General Office of Tele- 
communications] and, on the other, together with the CCP as providers of ser- 
vices. Furthermore, the DGT is preparing the optical fiber cables to be laid in 
Biarritz, the launching of the Telecom-1 satellite, and the supply of 250,000 
telephone subscribers in Ille-et-Vilaine with an electronic telephone directory. 
Finally, an initial experiment of telephone bills showing individual charges 
will be started in Lille next month. 


Development of the Industry 


Another feature of 1981 will be a “change in mentality" in the telephone industry. 
On the one hand, the builders will be faced with meeting the very substantial 
orders from foreign countries accepted in 1979. Bearing in mind the unprece- 
dented pace of exports, this would not go smoothly. Nevertheless, our industry 
will be challenged with proving its maturity in this test if it is to pursue its 
career as an exporter, for the competition is around the corner. 


On the other hand, the industrialists will be putting on the general market the 
first long-range telecopiers and, along with PTT sales, T-83 keyboard sets. 
Even though the operation will be started on a small scale in 1981, the manner 
in which our manufacturers will undertake this new "strategic mutation," which, 
eventually, will greatly reduce their dependence on the administration, will 
give an idea on their ability to adapt themselves to the big market on which a 
large number of new products will be placed in the forthcoming years. 
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As far as the postal service is concerned, the 1981 appropriations include 

83 million francs for the opening of 460 new finance terminals in the offices of 
the Marseille and Lyons areas (raising, at the end of the year, the total number 
of such terminals to 690), and 60 million francs for the installation of 55 auto- 
matic ticket machines (added to the current 390). The automation of mail pro- 
cessing will be continued through the construction of six new sorcing centers. 
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BRIEFS 


PTT 1981 BUDGET--The National Assembly approved the 1981 PTT budget on 14 November. 
This budget is for more than 100 billion francs and is 10.2 percent larger than the 
1980 budget. With respect to telecommunications, the programs authorized will call 
for 26 billion francs this year, as opposed to 25.5 billion francs [last year]. 
[Text] [Paris ELECTRONIQUE ACTUALITES in French 21 Nov 80 p 9] 
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